
 

Moments Matter; Attendance Counts 

  

Good attendance is a one of the most important 

factors in a pupil succeeding at school. As well as 

supporting learning within the classroom, good 

attendance establishes the routines needed to 

move from primary school into secondary school 

and eventually into the world of work. Poor habits 

established in primary school can often lead to poor 

attendance habits after they have left school.  

The link between attendance and attainment is 

clear:  

• In 2018/19, just 40% of persistently absent – 

attendance below 90%, (PA) children in KS2 

achieved expected KS2 standards, compared 

with 84% of pupils who regularly attended 

school.  

• 36% of PA children in KS4 got 9 to 4 in their 

English and maths GCSEs, compared with 84% 

of regular attenders. 

And it’s never too late to benefit from good 

attendance:  

• More than half (54%) of pupils who were PA 

in Year 10 and then rarely absent in Year 11, 

passed at least 5 GCSEs, compared to 36% 

of pupils who were persistently absent in 

both years. 

But attendance is important for more than just 

attainment:  

• Regular school attendance can facilitate 

positive peer relationships, which is a 

protective factor for mental health and 

wellbeing. 
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Is my child too ill for school?  

 

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep 

your child off school when they're unwell. There 

are government guidelines for schools about 

managing specific infectious diseases at 

GOV.UK. These say when children should be 

kept off school and when they shouldn't. 

Within school, we do not aim to keep sick 

children in class all day. If a child continues to 

report that they are feeling unwell, we will contact 

parents. Often a child might say they are unwell, 

but when they get involved in activities in the 

school day, they forget about feeling unwell.  

If you do keep your child at home, it's important 

to phone the school on the first day before 

8:45am. At this point you should let us know that 

your child won't be in and give the reason for the 

absence. 

If your child is well enough to go to school but 

has an infection or anything that could be passed 

on, such as a cold sore or head lice, please let 

their teacher know. 

For other illnesses, this NHS website provides 

information what you should do if your child is 

unwell with another illness.  

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

